
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Even if you are not currently  
using oil heat, you may have an 
oil tank on your property from oil 
heat being used in the past. 

Visual Clues:  
1.) Look for a vent pipe.  It is 
normally (not always) attached  
to the side of the house.  It is 
typically 1.25 inches in diameter 
with a cap attached to the top.   
2.) Look for a fill pipe. It is 
usually (not always) located in  
the ground, near the house.  It  
is typically 2 inches in  
diameter.  Ideally it is covered  
by a metal plate labeled ñOilò.   
3.) Look for signs of oil lines. 
Look on the basement floor for 
concrete patches leading from the 
wall to a furnace.  Sometimes you 
will see cut lines sticking out of 
the floor or wall or patches where 
lines once were.   
 
No visual clues?   
1.) Check www.portlandmaps. 
com.  Enter the property address.   
When it appears, click the 
ñstorage tankò button.  If a permit 
was pulled, a copy will appear.  
2.) Check DEQôs web-site for 
reported releases. 
http://www.deq.state.or.us/wmc/ 
tank/ust-lust.htm    
3.) For a Tank Locate, call us at: 
             503.236.6359. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Soil Sampling-why & how? 
To check a tank for leaks:  2 
samples are taken from below the 
bottom of a tank on opposites 
ends of the tank using a hand 
auger or ñGeo Probeò.  Samples 
are tested for Total Petroleum 
Hydrocarbons (TPH).  Results 
can usually be obtained within 48 
hours. 
 
Sample Results: 
50 ppm or greater of TPH-must 
be reported to DEQ within 72 
hours of detection. The cleanup 
company is required by law to 
report the leak.  Readings of 500 
ppm or higher will require a 
cleanup action. (see ñCleanup 
Optionsò).  
 

 

 
A tank decommissioning is a 
voluntary process in which an 
abandoned oil tank is properly 
taken out of service to protect the 
environment and human health 
and safety.  We perform 
Decommissions that meet DEQ 
qualifications for certifying.  This 
work includes soil sampling,  
pumping & cleaning of the tanks 
and back-filling of the tank with an 
inert material.  Decommissionings 
can be in the form of a tank 
removal.  They are often done as 
part of a cleanup.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Oil is an excellent heating source.   
Many of our customers remain on 
Oil Heat after a cleanup is 
completed.  We offer 3 types of 
replacement tanks. 275 gallon above 
ground tank, cathodically protected 
underground tanks, and underground 
fiberglass tanks.  (shown above). 
 

Real Estate transactions  
are the number one reason 
why Soil Samples & Tank 
Decommissionings are 
requested.  

 

Leaking oil tank? 
DONôT PANIC! 
Contact your oil company and cancel 
scheduled fill ups.   
Contact a licensed service provider, 
such as ñUniversal Applicatorsò, to 
have the remaining oil pumped out as 
soon as possible to prevent further 
leakage. A list of Licensed Service 
Providers is available at the DEQ.  
Contact your home-ownerôs 
insurance to check on available 
coverage. 

 

Do I have an oil tank on 
my property? 

If a tank is discovered-Soil 
Sampling is the next step 

 

Decommissioning an 
Underground Oil Tank 

 

Call us at: 503-236-6359 

http://www.deq.state.or.us/wmc/

